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Amendmente to the Claims 

Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) Rotary drum for a tape recorder for recording and/or 
reproducing signals according to helical scan system, comprising: 

a rotary upper drum; 

a stationary lower drum for mounting said rotary upper drum; and 

a drum base for mounting said stationary lower drum to form an assembly 

having a tilt angle with regard to a tape deck chassis plan e, wherein r-and 

a wold that fixoc said drum base and te said lower drum are welded together 

, cald wo l d d l opODod at an abutting area of the drum base and the lower drum such 

that said drum base and sard lower drum remain free of screw holes for affixing 

said drum base to said lower drum . 

2. (Previously presented) The rotary drum according to claim 1 , wherein said 
drum base and said lower drum are welded with a laser beam. 

3. (Previously presented) The rotary drum according to claim 1 . wherein said 
dmm base and said lower drum are through-welded by laser beam directed 
towards a lower side of said drum base. 

4. (Previously presented) The rotary daim according to claim 1 . wherein said 
drum base is provided with regions of reduced thickness for laser beam welding. 

5. (Previously presented) The rotaiy drum according to claim 1 , wherein said 
abutting area of said drum base and said tower drum are welded by laser beam 
applied radially at predetermined circumferential locations. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously presented) The rotary drum according to claim 3, wherein said 
laser beam is applied orthogonally to said lower side of said dmm base. 
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8. (Previously presented) The rotary drum according to claim 3, wherein said 
faser beam is applied orthogonally to said abutting area of said drum base and 
sard lower drum from said lower side of said drum base. 

9. (Withdrawn) A method for manufacturing a rotary drum for a tape recorder 
that records and/or reproduces signals according to helical scan system, 
comprising: 

providing a rotary upper drum; 

providing a stationary lower drum for mounting said rotary upper drum; 

providing a drum base for mounting said stationary lower drum to fomi an 
assembly having a tilt angle with regard to a tape decl< chassis plane; and 

welding said drum base to said lower drum at an abutting area of the drum 
base and the lower drum. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 9, wherein said welding step 
comprises welding said drum base to said lower drum with a laser beam. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The method according to claim io, wherein said welding step 
comprises radially directing said laser beam at said abutting area at predetermined 
circumferential locations. 

1 2. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein said welding step 
comprises directing said laser beam at said abutting area from a lower side of said 
drum base to through-weld said drum base to said lower drum. 

13. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 12, wherein said welding step 
comprises applying said laser beam orthogonally to said lower side of said drum 
base. 
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